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OPINION
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Frequenting 1 percentbanks’ | SJC to bar: ‘a time not just
REI OISt lagtala of reflection but of action’
To the editor: Savings in Newburyport, as well
‘The fed fund rates remainsat  asa number of smaller comim- The following letter from the Visiequalities aris-  or rationalize their
near zero, This translates info far  nify banks, For a complete list of Supreme Judicial Court was sent ing from race; and to ensure that ~ And we must examine the usn-
fewer IOLTA funds, and thus far | percent banks, check www.mai- 1o members of the judiciary and  our law offices not only biseat-  derlying reasons why Afri-
fewer low-income Massachusetts  olta.org the bar on June 3. torneys of color but also tru- can-Americans have suffered
citizens receiving help with their “These banks have a long his- ‘The events of the last few ly welcome them into the le- disproporticuately from the
civil legal problems, tory of supparting IOLTA and months have reminded us of gal community. COVID-19 pandemic, both in
“This is happening at a time legal services in Massachusetts, what African-Americans know And asmembers of thelegal  terms of the number of deaths
wihen the demand for legal as- By banking ut one of these insti- all tao well: that too often, by community, we need 1o reex- and the extent of econam-
sistance with issues such as fore=  tutions, you help to bolster civ- too many, black lives are not amine why, to6 often, our crim-  ic hardship it has cavsed. and,
closure, evietion, domestic vio- il legal aid programs and con- treated with the dignity and re-  inal justice system fails to treat where possible, address the
Ience, public benefits and ynem-  tribute to keeping the promise spect accorded to white lives. African-Americansthe same as  causes of those disparities,
ploy is reachi of justice for all. Be sure to let As judges and as lawyers, weare  white Americans, and recommit Perhaps most importantly, it
cal proportions, your banker know you appreci- both saddened and angry at the  ourselves 1o the systemic change s a time for solidarity and fel-
‘The only thing that prevents ate their commitment (6 serving confluence of recent events that  needed to make equality under  lowship with African-Ameri-
the dramatic drop in IOLTA in- their communities. have revealed how much more  the law an enduring reality for  can judges and attorneys, to ac-
terest rates from completely dect- 1f your bank is not on the list, we need to do to create a just, all. This must be a time not just  knowledge their pain, to hear
wating legal aid is the agreement  encourage it to join. Or, consider fair and peaceful society. of reflection but of action. about the conversations they
by & group of banks to keep their  moving your accounts to a Lead- Biut we must do more than ‘There is nothing easy about now have with their children,
IOLTA rates ai 1 percent, even s ership Bank. For more Informa- express our feclings of sadness  any of this. It will be uncom- and to stand wgether when oth-
the federal funds rate fallsto un-  tion about IOLTA or the Leader- and anger. fortable: difficult conversations,  ers may try to divide us, As Dr.
precedented lows, ship Bank program, visit www. As judges, we must look challenging introspection, hard  Martin Luther King Jr. wrote
These “IOLTA Leadership snaiolta.org of contact Steve Co- afresh at what we are doing, or decisions, We must recogni from a Birmingham jail:
Banks” include Century Bank, sey at 617-723-9093, failing to do. © root out any and address our own biases, “Injustice anywhere is a threat
Eristal County Savings Bank, Jayne Tyerell conscious and unconscious bias  conscious and unconscious, We  to justice everywhere, We are
The Cooperative Bank of Cape Baston iy our courtrooms:; to enstire must recognize and condemn caught in an inescapable net-
Cod, North Cambridge Cooper The sriter {s directorof the Mas- that the justice provided to Afri-  racism when we see it in our work of mutuality, tied in a sin-
ative Bank and the Institution for  sachusetts IOLTA Committee. can-Americans is the same that  dally lives. gle garment of destiny. What-
is provided to white Americans; We must recognize and con-  ever affects one directly, affects
= to create in our courtrooms, front the inequity and injustice  all indirectly”
. our corner of the world, aplace  that is the legacy of slavery, of Chief Justice Ralph D. Gants
Share your events with the legal community. where all are truly equal. Jim Crow, and of the dispro- Justice Frank M. Gaziano
. Aslawyers, we must also look  portionate incarceration of Af- lustice Kimberly 8. Budd
Submit your news, photos and captions to atwhat we are doing, or failing  rican-Americans, and challenge Justice Scott L. Kafker
to do, 1o provide legal assistance  the untruths and unfair stereo- Justice Barbars A. Lenk
editorial@lawyersweekly.com to those &f-o cannf: affordit;  types about African-Americans Justice David A. Lowy
o SES— | to diminish the ic and that have been used to justify Justice Elspeth B, CGypher
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